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gun-boats, and attacked the hostile Maoris in a pah called
the Mere Mere.

The enemy fired at the boats as they approached, and when
the General disembarked his men, with the intention of sur-
rounding their stronghold, they quietly slipped away up two
tributary streams in a fleet of canoes, leaving the fort deserted.
General Cameron followed them to another stronghold at
Rangiri, higher up the river, where they had already found
time to dig an elaborate series of rifle-pits and a rampart over
20 feet high. This they defended with desperate resolution,
killing thirty-nine of our men and wounding about ninety.
Among the dead was Captain Mercer, the artillery officer,
who lost his life in spite of the heroic exploit of a Maori chief.
This man sprang out of his own ranks when the Captain fell
wounded in an advanced position between the fire of both
friends and foes, and at the risk of his own life carried him,
though too late, to a place of safety. It was a deed worthy of
the old days of chivalry.

The Maoris themselves suffered heavy loss, many women
who were with them being numbered among the slain. Being
surrounded, they were at last obliged to surrender, but not
before nearly forty of them had escaped by swimming across
a lake to the forest beyond. Among these was the famous
King-maker, whose capture was worth more than the death of
many of his warriors. He did not, however, desert his men,
who were now prisoners, and after sending in his green stone
mere to the British General as a token of the highest respect,
he came in under a flag of truce to ask for the release of the
captured warriors, and to make honourable terms of peace.
Unfortunately, General Cameron could not agree to his terms,
and the war continued. General Cameron marched slowly
but steady into the heart of the King Country, and inflicted
two further defeats upon the enemy.

One of the most extraordinary and romantic episodes of the
war occurred at this time in the Wanganui district, where a
strange type of religious fanaticism was gaining ground. A